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1 . (cmreuHy amended) An air dryer assembly for removing moisture and oil fiom a compressed 
air system comprising: 

a shell; 

an inlet and an outlet; 

a coalescing element disposed proximate the inlet having a coalescing material for 
removing at least oil from the compressed air; 

a check valve disposed in parallel wilh the coalescing element in the inlet, ihe check 
valve forcing compressed air to pass through the coalescing element as the compressed air flows 
from the inlet to the outlet and allowing compressed air to bypass the coalescing element as 
purge air flows from the outlet to the inlet; and 

an oil collection region located proximate to said check valve, wherein said purge air 
flow sweeps oil in said region to said owtlefr-inlet bypassing said coalescing element. 

2. (currentiy amended) The air dryer assembly of claim 1 fiutfaog oomprifling a shoU, herein . 
wherein the sheU includes an outer shell and an inner shell, the outer shell having a closed end 
and an open end, the open eod operatively engaguig a load plate. 

3 . (currently amended) The air dryw assembly of claim [[3]] 2 further comprising a support 
member inteiposed between the inner shell and the load plate, the support member defining a 
sealed wall between the inlet and the outlet. 

4. (cuirently amended) The air dyer assembly of clam [[4^ 3 fijither comprising a biasing spring 
inteiposed between the support member and the inner shell for exerting a compacting force on a 
desiccant material contained within said shell and urging the support member toward sealed 
engagement with tiie load plate. 

5. (original) The air diyer assembly of claim 1 wherein the coalescing element includes a 
material that foims oil droplets from aerosols passing therethrough- 
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6. (original) Tlie air dryer assembly of claim 1 flirther comprising a wicldng element operalively 
associated with the coalescing element for transferring droplets foimed in the coalescing element 
to a location adjacent the check valve. 

7. (currently amended) An air diyex for use in an air brake assembly, the air dryer assembly 
comprising: 

a housing having an internal chamber, and an inlet and oixflet in selective communication 
with the chamber; 

an oil filter assembly inteiposed between the inlet and the intonal chamber, BaaA 
a check valve disposed in parallel relation with the oil filter assembly and interposed 

between the inlet and the internal chamber^ the check valve precluding air flow therethrough 

fiom the inlet toward the intemal chamber and allowing purge air flow therethrough from the 

internal diamber [[o]] tQ the inle^^ 

an nil r^llflflrion reeion lor ^^ prariiTiai ft tn snid check valve. wherein said purge air 

finw sweeps oil in said region t n said inlet bvpflasing said oil filter assembly. 

8. (cancelled) 

9. (currently amended) The air dryer assembly of claim 7 fiirthcr comprising a support member 
for retaining tfie oil filter assembly and chedc valve in the housing, the svpport mgmbg biasiag 
asfi^ably interposed between Ihe support member and the internal chamber. 

10. (original) The air dryer assembly of claim 7 wherein the housing includes an outer shell and 
an inner shell, the outer shell having a closed end and an open end, the open end operatively 
engaging a load plate. 

11. (original) The air diyer assembly of claim 10 further comprising a support member 
inteiposed between the inner sheU and the load plate, the support member defining a sealed wall 
between the inlet and the outlet. 

12. (original) The air dryer assembly of claim 7 wherein the oil filter assembly includes a 
material that forms oil droplets fixrni aerosols passing therethiough> 
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13. (origmal) The air dryer assembly of clsdm 7 fioiher comprismg a wicldng dement 
operatively associated with the oil filter assembly for transfemng oil droplets formed in the oil 
filter assembly to a location adjacent the check valve. 

14. (cmrently amended) An air diyer assembly for removing moisture and oil from a compressed 

air system comprising: 

a housing having an internal chamber, and an inlet and outlet in selective communication 

with the chamber; 

an oil filter assembly interposed between the inlet and the internal chamber for removing 
oil fixim air; and 

a means for pemiitting ear flow in only oh of two directions, such that purge air passes 
through oU coUected in [[a]] an oil collection region and out the eallet inlgt without passing 
through said oil filter assembly. 

15. (original) The air dryer assembly of claim 14 wherein the means for pcmutting air flow in 
only one of two directions allows for air to pass from the inlet to the outlet through the oil filter 
assembly, but does not allow air passing from the outlet to the inlet to pass through the oil 
filtering assembly. 

16. (currently amended) The air dryer of claim 15 wherein the means for permitting air flow in 
only one o*^ two directions comprises a check valve disposed in parallel with the oil filter 
assembly. 

17. (currently amended) A method of drying and fUtering compressed air comprising: 

flowing compressed air into an inlet of an air dryer assembly; 

passing the compressed air though an oil filter assembly to ^ ffi ouUet of the air dryer 
assembly, 

flowing purge air fiom the outiet and through a means of restricting air flow and to the 
inlet e««let of the air dryer assembly, wherem said purge air flows through oil collected in an oil 
collection region and to said inlet euflet witiiout passing through said oil filter. 

1 8. (original) The method of claim 17, wherein the purge air does not pass through the oil filter 
assembly. 
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19. (original) The method of claim 17, wherein the means for restticting air flow comprises a 
check valve disposed in parallel wifli the oil filtn assembly. 
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